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RE:  Interpretation of Imaging Studies from External Sources by LSUHSC-S Department of Radiology
At our monthly Faculty Meeting on December 10, 2008 we discussed the interpretation of imaging studies performed at healthcare institutions/ imaging centers other than LSUHSC-Shreveport by our faculty members. Such studies are mostly CTs and MRIs accompanied by their corresponding diagnostic report. These are high complexity radiological examinations that require time and expertise for interpreting them. The following are concerns and reasons why it is not feasible for us to interpret those imaging studies any longer:  
1. The number of faculties and residents has not increased proportionally with the increase in the radiology procedures workload. Therefore, we have no extra-time for the interpretation of examinations coming from facilities outside of LSUHSC-Shreveport. 

2. We have concerns about potential medico- legal issues that may originate from disagreements between the reports brought with the studies and our radiologists’ interpretations.

3. The quality of external studies is highly variable because of different protocols and techniques used. Poor quality studies do not provide reliable images to perform an assertive interpretation of them.
4. Practically there is no reimbursement from double reading external studies.
In view of the above stated reasons we have decided unanimously not to no carry out second interpretations of external sources imaging studies. Imaging studies performed at other healthcare institutions/ imaging centers will be stored on PACS in the patient’s imaging folder to be used as comparisons with studies performed at LSUHSC-Shreveport. Patients with outside imaging studies that are felt require second interpretation may be presented at multidisciplinary conferences where a radiologist is available.

We apologize for the inconveniencies that these action may cause to all of you. We believe our time and efforts should be dedicated on maintaining quality interpretation of our own institution’s studies. 
Please feel free to contact me for comments or suggestions at ext. 5-6247.

Very truly yours,
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Horacio D’Agostino, MD
